
As	
  a	
  client	
  of	
  Insider's	
  View,	
  you	
  are	
  receiving	
  an	
  Insider's	
  View	
  Bulletin.	
  These	
  bulletins	
  are	
  intended	
  
to	
   provide	
   real-­‐time	
   situational	
   awareness	
   and	
   updates	
   of	
   events	
   that	
   are	
   of	
   key	
   interest	
   to	
   our	
  
clients.	
  This	
  bulletin,	
  and	
  any	
  updates,	
  will	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  this	
  month's	
  report.	
  
	
  
Insider's	
  View	
  Bulletin:	
  Data	
  analysis	
  of	
  violence	
  in	
  and	
  around	
  Mosul	
  
	
  
Sept.	
  9,	
  2016	
  
	
  
Key	
  points:	
  

• Data	
  analysis	
  of	
  violence	
  perpetrated	
  inside	
  IS	
  territory	
  –	
  both	
  by	
  IS	
  and	
  targeting	
  IS	
  –	
  may	
  
provide	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  group's	
  hold	
  on	
  given	
  territory	
  

• IS	
  fatalities	
  from	
  attacks	
  by	
  guerrilla	
  groups	
  have	
  increased	
  each	
  month	
  since	
  May	
  
• Fatalities	
  still	
  remain	
  well	
  below	
  those	
  seen	
  in	
  Q4	
  2015	
  and	
  Q1	
  2016	
  
• Civilian	
  executions	
  by	
  IS	
  have	
  remained	
  steady	
  month	
  on	
  month	
  since	
  Feb.	
  2016	
  	
  

	
  
Operational	
  impact:	
  	
  

• Individuals	
  and	
  entities	
  with	
  business	
  interests	
  in	
  Iraq	
  should	
  note	
  that	
  despite	
  their	
  recent	
  
increase	
   in	
   their	
   kinetic	
   activities,	
   anti-­‐IS	
   guerrilla	
   groups	
   in	
  Mosul	
   are	
   still	
   less	
   lethal	
   now	
  
than	
  they	
  were	
  in	
  late	
  2015.	
  Monitoring	
  these	
  groups	
  kill	
  rate	
  going	
  forward	
  will	
  provide	
  an	
  
indicator	
  for	
  the	
  efficacy	
  of	
  insurgency	
  operations	
  against	
  IS	
  inside	
  the	
  "Caliphate".	
  

• IS	
   tends	
   to	
   increase	
   its	
   pace	
   of	
   civilian	
   executions	
   in	
   specific	
   geographies	
   prior	
   to	
   losing	
  
control	
  of	
  territory.	
  As	
  such,	
  monitoring	
  the	
  pace	
  of	
  executions	
  by	
  IS	
  in	
  Mosul	
  is	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  
anecdotally	
  assess	
  the	
  group's	
  perception	
  of	
  its	
  level	
  of	
  control.	
  	
  

	
  
EXECUTIVE	
   SUMMARY:	
   Data	
   collected	
   from	
   sources	
   inside	
   IS-­‐held	
   territory	
   indicate	
   that	
   the	
  
frequency	
   and	
   deadliness	
   of	
   anti-­‐IS	
   attacks	
   being	
   launched	
   by	
   guerilla	
   groups	
   against	
   IS	
   have	
  
increased	
  in	
  recent	
  months.	
  Data	
  also	
  indicate	
  that	
  although	
  the	
  frequency	
  of	
  civilian	
  executions	
  by	
  
IS	
   has	
   remained	
   steady	
   in	
   recent	
  months,	
   they	
   are	
   increasingly	
   concentrated	
   in	
   areas	
  where	
   IS	
   is	
  
concerned	
  about	
  losing	
  ground.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  any	
  questions	
  on	
  data	
  collection	
  and	
  methodology,	
  please	
  contact	
  jaredlevy@iraqoilreport.com	
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Details:	
  Attacks	
   on	
   IS	
   by	
   local	
   guerrilla	
   groups	
   in	
   and	
   around	
  Mosul	
   have	
   increased	
  over	
   the	
  past	
  
three	
  months,	
   after	
   falling	
   significantly	
  during	
   the	
   first	
  half	
  of	
   the	
  year.	
  Proprietary	
  data	
   collected	
  
inside	
  IS-­‐controlled	
  territories	
  in	
  Ninewah	
  province	
  shows	
  a	
  clear	
  upward	
  trend	
  in	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  IS	
  
fatalities	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  these	
  attacks,	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  which	
  have	
  occurred	
  in	
  Mosul	
  City	
  proper.	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
*This	
  chart	
  analyses	
  data	
  on	
   IS	
  executions	
   in	
  Ninewa	
  province,	
  and	
  does	
  not	
   include	
  data	
  from	
  IS-­‐held	
  
territory	
  elsewhere	
  in	
  Iraq	
  

	
  
Local	
  residents	
  attribute	
  most	
  of	
  these	
  attacks	
  to	
  Kataeb	
  al-­‐Mosul,	
  a	
  local	
  guerrilla	
  group	
  ostensibly	
  
funded,	
  armed,	
  and	
  directed	
  by	
   former	
  Ninewah	
  Governor	
  Atheel	
  Nujaifi.	
   The	
  group	
  –	
   thought	
   to	
  
consist	
  largely	
  of	
  former	
  Saddam	
  era	
  military	
  and	
  intelligence	
  officials	
  –	
  generally	
  engages	
  in	
  small-­‐
scale	
  violence	
  against	
  IS,	
  shooting	
  individual	
  IS	
  members	
  manning	
  checkpoints	
  or	
  planting	
  small	
  IEDs.	
  	
  
	
  
Though	
  these	
  anti-­‐IS	
  guerrillas	
  have	
  recently	
  attracted	
  the	
  attention	
  of	
  the	
  international	
  media,	
  the	
  
reality	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  have	
  been	
  operating	
  for	
  over	
  a	
  year.	
  In	
  fact,	
  relative	
  to	
  Q-­‐4	
  2015	
  and	
  Q-­‐1	
  2016,	
  
their	
  activity	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  five	
  months	
  has	
  been	
  markedly	
  reduced.	
  However,	
  within	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  
five-­‐month	
  period,	
  their	
  activity	
  has	
  once	
  again	
  been	
  on	
  the	
  rise.	
  	
  
	
  
Analysis:	
  For	
  now,	
  there	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  stasis	
  between	
  IS	
  and	
  these	
  guerrillas.	
  IS	
  lacks	
  the	
  strength	
  
and	
   intelligence	
   capacity	
   to	
   wipe	
   the	
   guerrillas	
   out,	
   but	
   has	
   sufficient	
   resources	
   to	
   prevent	
   the	
  
guerrilla	
  movement	
  from	
  expanding	
  (and/or	
  the	
  guerrillas	
   lack	
  the	
  ability,	
  resources	
  and	
  popularity	
  
to	
  expand).	
  Looking	
  forward,	
  it	
  seems	
  likely	
  that	
  anti-­‐IS	
  groups	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  intensify	
  their	
  attacks	
  
as	
  IS	
  loses	
  control	
  over	
  additional	
  territory,	
  a	
  move	
  which	
  could	
  prompt	
  a	
  crackdown	
  by	
  IS.	
  However,	
  
that	
  the	
  increasing	
  frequency	
  of	
  attacks	
  now	
  has	
  not	
  yet	
  provoked	
  a	
  crackdown	
  may	
  either	
  suggest	
  
that	
  IS	
  does	
  not	
  view	
  the	
  group	
  as	
  an	
  existential	
  threat,	
  or,	
  conversely,	
  that	
  the	
  group	
  is	
  too	
  focused	
  
on	
  its	
  military	
  losses	
  to	
  shift	
  attention	
  to	
  threats	
  inside	
  its	
  territory.	
  
	
  
Rate	
  of	
  IS	
  executions	
  falls	
  in	
  2016:	
  Another	
  indicator	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  tracked	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  year	
  is	
  the	
  
frequency	
   of	
   IS	
   executions,	
   both	
   of	
   civilians	
   and	
   of	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   group.	
   Executions	
   in	
   the	
  
Caliphate	
   have	
   fallen	
   significantly	
   in	
   2016,	
   relative	
   to	
   Q-­‐4	
   2015.	
   Executions	
   of	
   IS	
   members	
   have	
  
grown	
  particularly	
  rare,	
  likely	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  group’s	
  increased	
  focus	
  on	
  defending	
  its	
  territory.	
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*This	
  chart	
  analyses	
  data	
  on	
   IS	
  executions	
   in	
  Ninewa	
  province,	
  and	
  does	
  not	
   include	
  data	
  from	
  IS-­‐held	
  
territory	
  elsewhere	
  in	
  Iraq	
  

	
  
Executions	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  year	
  have	
  centered	
  in	
  areas	
  where	
  IS	
  is	
  under	
  immediate	
  duress	
  from	
  anti-­‐
IS	
  security	
   forces.	
  Qayara,	
   for	
   instance,	
  has	
  had	
  25-­‐30	
  civilians	
  executed	
   in	
  each	
  month	
  since	
  April	
  
2016,	
  whereas	
  in	
  2015,	
  the	
  town	
  averaged	
  just	
  8	
  executions	
  per	
  month.	
  This	
  suggests	
  that,	
  moving	
  
forward,	
  an	
  analysis	
  of	
  the	
  rate	
  of	
  executions	
  of	
  civilians	
   in	
  Mosul	
  city	
  may	
  be	
  an	
   indicator	
  for	
  the	
  
extent	
  to	
  which	
  IS	
  is	
  feeling	
  pressure	
  from	
  anti-­‐IS	
  forces.	
  
	
  
The	
   reasons	
   for	
   civilians	
   being	
   executed	
   have	
   also	
   shifted	
   over	
   time.	
   The	
   high	
   number	
   of	
   civilian	
  
executions	
  in	
  January	
  was	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  an	
  intentional	
  purge,	
  with	
  50	
  journalists,	
  lawyers,	
  and	
  other	
  
prominent	
  figures	
  being	
  detained	
  in	
  Mosul	
  killed	
  in	
  one	
  day.	
  The	
  group	
  also	
  killed	
  groups	
  of	
  civilians	
  
in	
   Hamam	
   al-­‐Aleel,	
   Hajji	
   Ali,	
   Sherqat,	
   and	
   Mahalabiyah	
   that	
   month.	
   All	
   of	
   those	
   killings	
   can	
   be	
  
viewed	
   as	
   part	
   of	
   a	
   wider	
   campaign	
   to	
   terrorize	
   and	
   control	
   the	
   population,	
   and	
   specifically,	
   to	
  
prevent	
  organized	
  dissent.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Over	
   the	
   past	
   three	
   months	
   –	
   when	
   execution	
   levels	
   have	
   dropped	
   –	
   the	
   typical	
   rationale	
   for	
  
violence	
  was	
  reported	
  by	
  be	
  the	
  execution	
  of	
  anyone	
  caught	
  trying	
  to	
  leave	
  the	
  "Caliphate"	
  without	
  
permission.	
  	
  
	
  
Executions	
   of	
   IS	
   members,	
   meanwhile,	
   can	
   be	
   characterized	
   as	
   waves	
   of	
   purges,	
   generally	
   in	
  
response	
  to	
  defections	
  following	
  battles.	
  The	
  largest	
  number	
  of	
  IS	
  members	
  killed	
  was	
  in	
  September	
  
2015,	
  reportedly	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  an	
  attempted	
  coup	
  by	
  some	
  IS	
  leaders.	
  Those	
  30	
  leaders	
  were	
  held	
  
for	
   two	
   weeks	
   before	
   being	
   killed,	
   while	
   as	
   many	
   as	
   115	
   of	
   their	
   followers	
   were	
   shot	
   and	
   killed	
  
during	
  one	
  brutal	
  day	
  in	
  Mosul.	
  
	
  
Analysis:	
  Though	
  executions	
  remain	
  a	
  common	
  occurrence	
  in	
  IS-­‐controlled	
  territory,	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  
shift	
  in	
  the	
  locations	
  and	
  reasons	
  for	
  the	
  killings.	
  If	
  Qayara	
  is	
  taken	
  as	
  a	
  test	
  case,	
  it	
  would	
  follow	
  that	
  
civilian	
   executions	
   in	
  Mosul	
  will	
   increase	
   if	
   and	
  when	
   IS	
   feels	
   pressured	
   by	
   security	
   forces.	
   Further	
  
data	
  collection	
  in	
  the	
  city	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  track	
  executions	
  and	
  other	
  violence,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  determine	
  
whether	
  this	
  pattern	
  holds	
  going	
  forward.	
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This	
  bulletin	
  will	
  be	
   included	
   in	
  the	
  monthly	
   Insider's	
  View	
  Report.	
  The	
  content	
  herein	
   is	
   for	
  the	
  
original	
   recipient	
   of	
   this	
   email,	
   and	
   should	
   not	
   be	
   forwarded	
   outside	
   of	
   the	
   predetermined	
  
subscriber	
  list.	
  

	
  	
  
DISCLAIMER AND RESTRICTED USE: Insider's View report and Insider's View Bulletin emails (herein, collectively, the 
"Report" or "Reports") produced by the Company who registered and is using the domain iraqcustomresearch.com 
("Company") reflect the analysis and opinions, not the advice, of Company. Reports, the copyright and all intellectual 
property rights of which are reserved exclusively to Company, are produced for the eyes only of Reports subscribers, and are 
for informational purposes only. The opinions and analysis reflected in Reports are based on information obtained from 
sources Company considers reliable, but Company neither guarantees nor represents the completeness or accuracy of such 
information, nor its analysis and opinions based thereon. Company's opinions and analysis do not constitute a warranty of 
future results. ALL INFORMATION IN A REPORT IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES, 
INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, ARE 
HEREBY DISCLAIMED. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW COMPANY WILL NOT BE LIABLE 
FOR THE QUALITY, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, RELIABILITY OR TIMELINESS OF INFORMATION IN A 
REPORT, OR FOR DAMAGES OR COSTS OF ANY KIND AND NATURE WHICH MAY ARISE OUT OF THE 
AUTHORIZED OR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF ANY REPORT (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, LOST 
PROFITS OR OPPORTUNITIES THAT MAY RESULT FROM ANY INACCURACY OR INCOMPLETENESS OF 
INFORMATION IN A REPORT), WHETHER IN TORT, CONTRACT OR OTHERWISE. In no event shall Company's 
liability to any subscriber or third party exceed the amount paid by subscriber, if any, for the specific Report from which a 
claim may derive. Copyright to the content of all Reports is either owned by Company, or is licensed thereto. Reports are 
generated for the benefit of Report subscribers only; no Report content may be copied, reproduced, published, republished, 
uploaded, posted, displayed, transmitted, modified, used to prepare derivative works, distributed or redistributed in any way 
or in any medium whatsoever now known or later invented except pursuant to separate written authorization given by an 
officer of Company as to the specific content. In the event of a subscriber's breach of the immediately preceding provision, 
the subscriber shall: (i) indemnify, defend and hold harmless Company, its officers, directors, agents, shareholders and 
representatives, from any and all claims (whether or not a lawsuit or formal claim is filed), damages and costs of any kind 
and nature, whether in tort, contract or otherwise, which are directly or indirectly related to the subscriber's breach, whether 
or not such breach was intended by the subscriber, and (ii) otherwise be liable to Company for all damages and losses 
Company may prove (which the subscriber agrees shall be, at a minimum, equal to the then-current fee typically charged by 
Company for a Report, multiplied by the number of unauthorized disclosures made, or other breaches, by the subscriber), 
plus all costs of collection, including actual attorney fees (whether or not a lawsuit or formal claim is filed). Subscriber's 
accessing the Reports, including pursuant to any free or reduced-cost trial period, constitutes its acceptance of these terms. 
Subscriber's access to the Reports, and any dispute arising out of or relating to the Reports, will be governed by the laws of 
the State in which Company filed its Articles of Incorporation in the U.S.A., irrespective of its conflicts of laws provisions. 
Subscriber, for itself and for any party attempting to make a claim through subscriber, irrevocably agrees that any dispute 
regarding the Reports or any services provided by Company shall be submitted to a court of competent jurisdiction selected 
by Company, provided however that Company may pursue injunctive relief in any court having jurisdiction for such actions. 
Subscriber, for itself and for any party attempting to make a claim through subscriber, further agrees to submit to the 
exclusive personal jurisdiction and venue of the federal and state courts selected by Company. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, disclose, copy, or distribute this message or any 
attachment. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you believe you received this e-mail in error; please delete this 
e-mail from your system, and please refrain from opening any attachment. Intended and unintended recipients of this email 
and any attachments are hereby notified that copying, disclosing, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents 
of this email, or any attachments, is strictly prohibited unless separate specific written authorization to do so is given by an 
officer of Company. Recipients of this email who copy, disclose, distribute or take action (or refrain from taking action) in 
reliance on the contents of this email or any attachments, or who cause or influence another party to so take action (or refrain 
from taking action), without such reliance being specifically authorized in writing by an officer of Company, shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless Company, its officers, directors, agents, shareholders and representatives, from any and 
all claims (whether or not a lawsuit or formal claim is filed), damages and costs of any kind and nature, whether in tort, 
contract or otherwise. The information in this email and any attachments is provided "as is" and all implied warranties, 
including warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, are hereby disclaimed.  


